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Friday, October 3rd

    
3:00-5:30 pm: Pre-Conference Workshop UNK NSU 
Ponderosa Room     

1013 W 27th St, Kearney, NE 68849
   

6:30 to 9:00 pm: 2025 NLA Collaboration Dinner at 
Alley Rose

2013 Central Ave, Kearney, NE 68847
   

NEBRASKA LANGUAGES ASSOCIATION 

Friday, October 3, 2025 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
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Wifi information for conference:

*Network: NUGuest
Username: NLA2025
Password: UNK2025 

*Guests from other NU campuses or from other eduroam schools can use those credentials.*



7:30 to 8:20 am: Registration and Exhibitors 
(top of central stairs, near door to Ponderosa Rm. E)

8:30 to 8:45 am: Opening Remarks (Pon. Rm. E)

8:45 to 10:00 am: Keynote Speaker (Pon. Rm. E)

10:00-10:20 am: Vendors & Exhibitors (outside Pon.)

10:20 to 11:10 am: Session 1 

(Ponderosa Rooms & Sandhills Room)

11:20 to 12:30 pm: Lunch, Awards, NLA Elections

12:40 to 1:30 pm: Session 2

1:40 to 2:30 pm: NAT Meetings and Exhibitors
  (Ponderosa Rms +Sandhills and cafeteria)

2:40 to 3:30 pm: Session 3 

3:40 to 4:30 pm: Session 4

4:35 pm: Closing Session (large Ponderosa Room E)
Must be present to win prizes!

NEBRASKA LANGUAGES ASSOCIATION 

Saturday, October 4, 2025 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
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Welcome to UNK!
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Student Union (NSU): 

1013 W 27th St, Kearney, NE 68849 (Parking in lots 
3 & 4)

Session Rooms:

Ponderosa rooms A-D, Sandhills room. 

Keynote, lunch, plenary room: Ponderosa E



NLA 2025 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

A.C. Quintero has been teaching Spanish as a second language for 
approximately 19 years. As an International Baccalaureate (IB) 

educator, she is also a strong advocate for infusing deep-thinking 
skills into the world language curriculum.

She holds a double master’s in Latin American/Afro-Caribbean 
studies and educational leadership. A.C. Quintero is passionate 

about training educators and empowering them to deliver a 
research-informed, inclusive, pedagogically-sound curriculum. 
She is equally passionate about providing comprehensible and 
engaging stories that will connect with students and facilitate 

language acquisition in both Spanish and French.

“   ”

A.C. Quintero
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2025 NLA CONFERENCE SESSIONS

AT A GLANCE  
Please see pages 7-16 of this guide for presenters’ descriptions of their sessions and listen 

for last-minute updates at the opening remarks.. 

Ponderosa
A

Ponderosa
B

Ponderosa
C

Ponderosa
D

Sandhills 
Room

Session 1

10:20 am
–

11:10 am NDE updates 
(Dr. Chrystal Liu)

“’Slay all day’: 
Problems and 

opportunities when 
teaching and 

learning slang” 
(Dr. CJ Jacobs) 

“Low-tech 
engagement to keep 
kids off their device” 

(Masey Ringlein)

“Are you ‘aware’? 
Creating healthy 

macro/micro cultures 
via ‘mindfulness’” 
(Kathy DaMoude) 

“Bringing cultural 
elements into the 
world language 

classroom “ 
(Shan Li)

Session 2

12:40 pm
–

1:30 pm

“JNCL-NCLIS: 
Taking language 

advocacy to 
Capitol Hill”

(Danielle Fulcher)

“Effortless 
engagement: 

low-prep activities to 
get students 

speaking at all 
levels”

(Terri Wright) 

“Competition & 
competence: 

Gamifying 
meaningful practice” 
(Larissa Knudson)

“Resources for 
flexibility created & 
Compiled by ESU 
#16 WL Teachers” 

(Jan Coone)

“The state of 
teaching Native 

American 
languages in 

Nebraska and the 
Central Region” 

(Dr. Jurgita 
Antoine)

NAT & 
Vendor Visits

1:40
- 

2:30

NATSP  NAATF NATG CLTA-NE
Other language or 
interest group/s 

as needed

Session 3

   2:40 pm
–

3:30 pm 

“Creating a 
gender-inclusive 

Spanish classroom” 
(Theresa Jensen)

"World building: 
Incorporating UX 
(User Experience) 

design to boost 
engagement"

(Dené Oglesby)

“Defining students' 
strengths through 

language and 
culture” 

(Yulia Evans & 
Ashton Krueger)

“Competition & 
competence: 

Gamifying 
meaningful practice” 
(Larissa Knudson)

“Conversation 
circles: 

A fun way to build 
communication & 

community”
(Danielle Fulcher)

Session 4

3:40 pm
–

4:30 pm

“The power of a 
name: Using theater 
to build identity and 

resilience in 
language learning” 

(Evelyn 
Recinos-Menéndez) 

“’Slay all day’: 
Problems and 

opportunities when 
teaching and 

learning slang” 
(Dr. CJ Jacobs)

“Grammar in context 
through novels and 

reading”
(Martha Thompson) 

“GrammarTime 
Jingles” 

(Amy Wiedel, 
Dr. Nick Ziegler)

“The collaborative 
garden: Growing a 
professional culture 

through 
communication” 
(Leslie Hooper)
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Session 1: 10:20-11:10
PONDEROSA RM A
Nebraska Department of Education Updates 

(Dr. Chrystal Liu, NDE) 
This session shares key updates from the Nebraska Department of Education on world 
language initiatives, including the Seal of Biliteracy, standards revision, World Language 
Week, and teacher development opportunities. Educators will explore new resources to 
use in class; pathways for recognizing achievement; and ways to engage students, 
connect with communities, and grow professionally through statewide initiatives.

PONDEROSA RM B
“Slay all Day”: Problems and opportunities when teaching and learning slang 

(Dr. CJ Jacobs, UNK)
Your boy CJ high-key slayed last year’s slang session, so you asked him for another one! 
Here you go, fam! In this fire session, you will learn how to take language classes from 
mid to bussin’ to take your students from basic to baddie in target language communities. 
Periodt.
 
PONDEROSA RM C

         Low-tech engagement to keep kids off their devices 
(Masey Ringlein, Bellevue Public Schools)

This presentation will share low-tech classroom activities that have shown high degrees of 
student engagement. Flexibility is necessary as a teacher, and this presentation will share 
ideas that are low- to no-prep and force students to be reliant on their peers instead of the 
teacher.

PONDEROSA RM D
 Are you “aware?”: Creating healthy macro/micro cultures via mindfulness 

(Kathy DaMoude, ESU 16)
The presenter is excited to share a condensed version of a lesson she created for her 
students to understand macro/micro cultures on a deeper level.  Following the passing of 
her mom and what she learned, the lesson was born!  This lesson can be altered and 
used by attendees.

SANDHILLS ROOM
         Bringing cultural elements into the world language classroom 

(Shan Li, Omaha Public Schools)
 1. Learners can discover the cultural elements in units in language classroom. 2. 
Learners can demonstrate their understanding of the culture elements in language 
classroom. 3. Learners can experience the culture products through language practice 
and perspectives. For example, if a unit is about describing appearance, I will connect it 
to an old Chinese poem, which describes a beautiful lady met a handsome gentleman. 
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NEBRASKA INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES ASSOCIATION 

Order of Business

General Meeting & Awards Luncheon  

2025 Fall Conference  

Saturday, October 4th, 2025 

University of Nebraska-Kearney

1. Welcome  
2. Introductions
3. NE Dept. of Ed. Updates  
4. Approval of Minutes of the 2024 General Meeting
5. Treasurer’s Report 
6. NLA bylaw amendments & votes 
7. Elections: Executive Director & Vice president 
8. Awards  
9. Announcement of New President  

10. Adjournment 
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Your Current NLA Board

Current President Dr. Chris (CJ) Jacobs

President- Elect Terri Wright 

Vice President Hannah Paredes - Kilnoski

World Language Advocacy Chairs Alicia Shoemaker, Dr. Nick Ziegler

Secretary Kelly Garcia

Treasurer Dr. Joseba Moreno

Past President Danielle Fulcher

Exhibit and Vendor Chair Cara Heminger

Communications Chair Kelleen Rosebaugh

NAATF President Cara Heminger

NATG President Rae Fahrlander

NATSP President Theresa Jensen

CLTA President Coral Su

Indigenous Languages Liaison Dr. Jurgita Antoine

NE Department of Education
World Language

Dr. Chrystal Liu
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Session 2: 12:40-1:30
PONDEROSA RM A
JNCL-NCLIS: Taking language advocacy to Capitol Hill 

(Danielle Fulcher, Lincoln Public Schools)
 In this presentation, you will learn about the Joint National Committee for Languages: who 
they are and their advocacy efforts in Washington, DC. This presentation will give you the 
information and confidence you need to join them and take your language advocacy efforts 
to the next level!

PONDEROSA RM B
Effortless engagement: Low-prep activities to get students speaking at all levels 
(Terri Wright, Millard Public Schools)
This presentation will provide many low-prep ideas to get students speaking regularly. 
Presented strategies can be used to teach any language, but examples will primarily come 
from French. Learners of all levels–from novice to advanced–can improve their 
pronunciation, vocabulary, and most importantly, confidence, through these techniques. 

 
PONDEROSA RM C

        Competition & competence: Gamifying meaningful practice 
(Larissa Knudson, Bellevue Public Schools)

Our presentation describes several engaging activities for students to practice learned 
skills. They focus on TL input, negotiation of meaning, and student collaboration. We will 
model a few of the activities, so that participants can experience how they work prior to 
applying them in their own context.

PONDEROSA RM D
 Resources for flexibility created and compiled by ESU 16 WL teachers 

(Jan Coone, ESU 16)
The presenter will share a website created and used by ESU #!6 teachers to access a 
multitude of free resources. Built around a scope and sequence for Levels 1, 2 and 3/4, 
the site includes lesson plans, and databases for strategies, movie clips and songs.

SANDHILLS ROOM
The state of teaching Native American languages in Nebraska and the Central 
Region (Dr. Jurgita Antoine, Midwest Native American Language Resource Center)

In this session, we will discuss the distribution, the classification, and the current state of 
severely-endangered Native American languages and their teaching in Nebraska and the 
Central States. The teaching of Native American languages will be contextualized in 
colonization and in the competition between cultures and education systems. 
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NAT Meetings & Vendor Visits: 1:40- 2:30

Take an opportunity to network with teachers in your target 
language.s and to discuss the professional development 
opportunities you’d like to organize or receive within the next year.

CLTA- Chinese: Ponderosa Rm D

NATSP-  Spanish and Portuguese: Ponderosa Rm A

NAATF-  French: Ponderosa Rm B

NATG- German: Ponderosa Rm C

Please check out the vendors, too!
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Session 3: 2:40-3:30pm
PONDEROSA RM A
Creating a gender-inclusive Spanish classroom 

(Theresa Jensen, Millard Public Schools) 
Explore strategies to make your Spanish classroom more inclusive for all gender identities. In this 
session, you will see how simple it is to acquire and the impact it can make. Gain practical tips for 
adapting Cl activities and lessons to reflect and honor gender diversity. Join us to embrace linguistic 
and cultural diversity while ensuring every student feels seen and valued in your Spanish lessons. 
This session is ideal for teachers committed to equity and representation.

PONDEROSA RM B
World building: Incorporating UX (user experience) design to boost engagement 

(Dené Oglesby, ESU 5)
World Building is a curriculum design philosophy and practice I've used to develop and rapidly grow 
various French programs. I intend to incorporate this into our new French Distance Learning 
Program at ESU 5 to bridge the wide rural spaces between our students. I will share information, 
examples, and ideas about how to thoughtfully foster higher engagement, higher TL use by instructor 
and students, and support both intrinsic and extrinsic learning motivations of all students. This will 
apply to both in-person and online classrooms with examples from each.
 
PONDEROSA RM C

         Defining students’ strengths through language & culture 
(Yulia Evans & Ashton Krueger, Lincoln Public Schools)

The session focuses on an end-of-the-year project. Through this project, the students will be able to 
discover their strengths. The participants in the session will be introduced to new ideas to create a 
meaningful assignment for the students that will help foster a positive learning environment and 
contribute to creating a community of learners. 

PONDEROSA RM D
 Competition & competence: Gamifying meaningful practice 

(Larissa Knudson, Bellevue Public Schools)
Our presentation describes several engaging activities for students to practice learned skills. They 
focus on TL input, negotiation of meaning, and student collaboration. We will model a few of the 
activities so that participants can experience how they work prior to applying them in their own context.

SANDHILLS ROOM
         Conversation circles: A fun way to build communication and community 

(Danielle Fulcher, LPS)
In this session, we combine the Language Circles with the Socratic Seminar to get kids talking, to 
help them gain confidence in their speaking abilities while building your classroom community! 
There are non-language specific outlines for the activity that you can use with ALL LEVELS, yes, 
even your most novice learners. And the best part is? You only have to do 5-10% of the work! 
These are student led discussions where you only have to facilitate the conversation.
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■ Conference highlights include:

■ more than 5 half-day or full-day workshops with regionally and nationally recognized educators. 

■ more than 140 special focus sessions on:
Equitable and inclusive practices
Intercultural communication and competence
Standards and proficiency-based instruction and strategies
Curriculum, articulation, and interdisciplinary design
Technology innovation and integration
Assessment and feedback
The latest research in education and language acquisition

■ opportunities to learn from our national and regional World Language Teachers of the Year and from the 
leaders of our national world language association.

■ Best-of sessions from across our 14 mid-western states.

■ Be sure to check out the other tabs under "conference" above for all of the up-to-date conference 
information!

14



Session 4: 3:40-4:30pm

PONDEROSA RM A
Power of a name: Using theater to build Identity & resilience 

(Evelyn Recinos-Menéndez, Schuyler Public Schools) 
How do we honor identity while building language skills? This hands-on session uses theater 
and storytelling to explore flexibility, cultural affirmation, and voice. Centered on the 
adaptation of “Me llamo María Isabel,” participants will leave with dynamic, multilingual 
strategies to foster empathy, resilience, and joy in diverse language classrooms.

PONDEROSA RM B
“Slay all Day”: Problems and opportunities when teaching & learning slang 

(Dr. CJ Jacobs, UNK)
Your boy CJ high-key slayed last year’s slang session, so you asked him for another one! 
Here you go, fam! In this fire session, you will learn how to take language classes from 
mid to bussin’ to take your students from basic to baddie in target language communities. 
Periodt.
 
PONDEROSA RM C

         Grammar in context through novels & reading 
(Martha Thompson, Norfolk Public Schools)

Explore the power of teaching grammar in context using comprehensible input novels.  Learn 
how focusing on meaning before structure increases student engagement and retention. 
Discover how analyzing student errors can reveal teachable grammar moments, helping 
learners internalize patterns naturally.

PONDEROSA RM D
 GrammarTime Jingles 

(Amy Wiedel, Dr. Nick Ziegler, ESU5)
Research shows that focus on form is important to proficiency development. The challenge: 
avoiding the Grammar Hammer. GrammarTime Jingles are fun mnemonic devices that 
increase student enjoyment, engagement, attention, and retention. In this session, I’ll share 
mine and show you how to leverage AI to create your own. STOP: GrammarTime! 

SANDHILLS ROOM
        The collaborative garden: Growing a professional culture through communication 

(Leslie Hooper, Bellevue Public Schools)
 This session explores revitalizing workplace culture among peers by fostering connections 
and understanding. Participants will learn practical strategies to address values, boundaries, 
and points of contention in initial meetings, followed by techniques for maintaining 
relationships through bids for connection and team-building activities.
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Thinking bigger?

 San Antonio, TX – November 20-22, 2026
San Diego, CA – November 19-21, 2027
Boston, MA – November 17-19, 2028

Need time to plan?
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Joint National Committee for Languages
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https://www.languagepolicy.org/

https://www.languagepolicy.org/


Want to get more involved? Consider 
joining these committees!

With the support of NLA, Dr. Chrystal Liu at NDE has 
formed different committees for the following special 
interest groups:

- Public Awareness Committee (please join!)
- Dual Language Program Committee
- Communication Committee
- Seal of Biliteracy Advisory Committee
- Competency-Based Credit Committee
- HAL in World Language Committee
- World Language Week Advisory Committee

Click the QR code to add your name & email to join a 
committee!
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Thank you to our sponsors!



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

 AMBASSADORSHIP
How it works: Complete the application for a $100 stipend to support you in attending a professional 

development workshop, conference, course, or convention. The event does not have to be specific to 

languages, but the content should be something which you and other language teachers can apply to 

your teaching. The event might be a state, regional, national, or international event. The expectation is 

that you will present what you learned to your fellow language teachers at the next NLA Conference.

After attending the event with NLA funding, you'll submit a session proposal for the next NLA conference. 

You will register for the NLA conference, and NLA will waive your registration fee. After your presentation, 

NLA will send you a $100 check toward your expenses. 

Below are possible organizations whose events you might consider attending. This is by no means an 

exhaustive list. This list is provided as a springboard to get you thinking; it is not intended to be an 

endorsement of any organization or event. Your application will be considered as long as the event 

provides materials that would benefit language educators in the state of Nebraska.

● ACTFL Conferences
● CSCTFL Spring Conference
● AATF, AATG, AATSP, and other language-specific conferences
● Nebraska Educational Technology Association (NETA) Conferences
● Goethe-Institut
● National Network for Early Language Learning (NNELL)

Ready to apply? Apply online today
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https://www.nebraskalanguages.org/nila-ambassador-application.html
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Thank you for attending the NILA 2025 Conference! See you 
next year! Please make sure to follow us on our Facebook page 
and leave your feedback from the sessions at the QR code or the 
bit.ly link: http://bit.ly/3KpKBJ8 
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https://www.facebook.com/NILAonFB
http://bit.ly/3KpKBJ8


We will see you in Omaha for 
NLA 2026!
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